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Sonja Davies, below, has temporarily pushed aside her trade union activities to s
peace. She tells SUZANNE POLLARD what the word peace means to her.

EACE is as much aboul
women being able to walk
home safely at night as it
is aboul nuclear disarmament
and nuclear-free zones, accord-
ing to peace activist Sonja
Davies.

“We can’t go on being snug
about. our peace policies if we
are becoming a violent coun-
try,” she says. “1 think people
are finally begioning to link

crime and peace — because they.

are linked. The growing crime
rate is giving people a
heightened awareness of the
whole need for peace, and an un-
derstanding that violence begets
violence.”

Long active in peace, trade
union and women’s causes, Ms
Davies heads New Zealand’s 17-
member United Nations Interna-
tional Year of Peace commiitee.
She has temporarily pushed
aside her {rade union activities
to concentrate on her chief pas-
sion.

“Peace is my most over-rid-
ing passion because it’s the most
urgent, What’s the point in hay-
ing a good wage-fixing system,
and a decent living wage and im-
proved health and welfare ser-
vices if we're on the verge of
being annihilated. .

“You don’t stop fighting on
those fronts, but you have to put
your main efforts into trying to
encourage people to see peace
as the important issue.”

Travelling around the coun-
try addressing public meectings,
schoolchildren and anyone else
who invites her, she has found
tremendous support for peace
initiatives.

“T'm just so amazed as 1 go
around the country by this ter-
rific groundswell of people be-
ginning to realise New Zea
landers have a big part to play in
the whole issue of peace,

“That’s the most exciting
thing, finding people in smali
towns who really are away froim
the mainstream and feeling the
need to do something for peace
very strongly.”

Typical of the dozens of let-

ters that come across her desk
at Peace House each week is one
from a young mother in the King
Country, asking what she can do
to help achieve
peace and a safe future for her
501,

“1.think most people still tend
lo feel it’s hopeless and when
they know the enormous size of
the problem they are inclined {o
say, ‘Well, what can I do? Leave
it up to them.”

“But there is now a growing
number. of people who say we
ca’t just leave it up to the poli-
ticians any more, we've got to
make quite sure they know that
we want them to do something
positive.”

Ms Davies wants more time
and money spent on trying to
understand the causes of violent
behaviour, and initiatives to cor-
reel, it

“We need to find out why
people are violent. There are all
these theories about it being vio-
lence in film; violence in tele-
vision series; within people’s
homes; different attitudes of pa-
rents today toward each other
and their children.

“Or is it because materialism
has insidiously crept in so that
people don’t feel they’ve arrived

any more unless they've got a’

video?”

She believes the cause is
probably a bit of all those things.

“The macho New Zealand im-
age that has heen built up as
being so desirable and which is
instilled in our boys early on has
got to change. They’re still sup-
posed to be the ones who go and
do the hard things and the nasty
things, and if they don’t they’re
not real men,

“I think we've got to say
there are different degrees, that
it’s much betler to be a respon-
sible, caring person. We've got
to change the whole image. It
doesn’t mean surrendering sport
or anything like that. What it re-
ally means is carcying the car-
ing, peaceful message through
into everyday life.”

Ms Davies refuses to accept
the argument that conflict is hu-

international

man nature and that there will
always be wars and violence as a
result.

“Men and women aren’t born
with aggression. They’re born
with an instinct to protect their
own — but that’s not aggression,
and psychologists have proved
that. We shouldn’t be doing any-
thing that is going to instil ag-
gression in people.”

Peace education can begin-at
pre-school age, Ms Davies says:
By teaching children co-opera-
tive methods of play, and
teaching them not to hit others
when things don’t go their way,
the groundwork can be laid for a

]

amount of power held in such a
few hands.

“T think we're probably -in
“one of the most dangerous times
we've ever heen in. I think any
time when youw've got'so much
power in the hands of so. few
that there is the danger first of
all of an accident or error. Sec-
ondly, the sorts of nuclear weap-
ons thal are now: being de-
veloped are so ferrible that we
just_can’t contemplate what it
would be like if they were used.

“T think power is the enemy.
There’s nothing truer: than the
expression that absolute power
corrupts absolutely. Itis the big-

peaceful, caring, non-aggressive
adult.

Children are more aware now
of the dangers of nuclear war
and the need for international
peace than they have ever heen,
she believes. But they don't usu-
ally seem able to make the link
between violence in the  com-
munity and the absence of world
peace.

The pessimism - that. many
people now express about the
world’s future is something she
identifies with, She has no faith
in the current leadership of the
nuclear powers, and is especial-
ly concerned - about the huge

pend more time fighting for

- make people a bil

gest enemy.” :

But Sonja Davies has a strong
belief in the power of ordinary
people to effect change, and
force the world’s leaders to L
notice by a sheer weight of n
bers,

“You. just-have to keep hop-
ing that the world will see rea-
son and try.to find other ways
out, to-talk harder and longer
and better and find people with
real commitment to doing it

She believes women
ly have a greater con
than men to working
because of their nurfuring role.
But she gets frustrated by the
fact - that women’s views are
seldom represented when it
matters. .

“It’s women who have been
prominent in the peace move-
ment: all the way through, but
they’re not at the negotiatin
tables and - that is where i
counts.. That’s where the power
is, so women aren’t there. It’s
one area where we really do
need quota systems, 1 feel.

“Women need to get into
international peace scene. It
starting to happen, but it's ve)
slow and I don’t think we've g
much time.”

Wornen like the Greenha
Common protesters in Englan
have shown the tremendou
courage of their sex, she say
“They’ve. stayed on day in an
day out, and that takes r
courage — not like just taking
day out to go on a demo.”

As well as speaking fo people
up and down the country ab

to its job effectively and r
all parts of the country, sh
Money is needed for mo
and publicity and to organis
peace conference being hels
Nelson in August, ~

‘The trouble is that
like the disabled, chilc
other recent Unite
causes, iy political, ai
reluctan
where (]

put . their mone
mouths are, ‘ ~
But she believes th
change. - ‘
“It's a part of
as a nation ,
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