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. Auckland church leader

ALAN BEASH flew fo
Prague at 36 hours notice
0 atlend the congress
sbonsored by the World
Peage Council .

He returns profoundly

grateful that he made the
trip and confident that in
10 way did he comprom- ,
Ise himself

_ Brash says his role now
will be 1o testify to the
rediities of chureh life in
East Burope and to im
press on New Zealanders
that thereds a tremendons
sommon-people move.
inent in Fast Burope de.
‘manding peace. ,

Brash (70), one of New
Zealand's st interna-
tional churchmen (sever
al years in Switzerland as

DULy general secretary
rld Council of
expects he will
be Branded “a bit of a
communist'’ followine the
Prapgue visit ,

"'But anyone who knows
me knows that that is a lot
of rubbish.” he savs,

I have always re.
garded the World Peace
Council a5 being an east
ern Europe operation
whose publications are
politically slanted - to

Alan Brash , |

make the United States

the one threat to peace”

he says, , _
“ There is no doubt their
statenients are one-sided

"Of course thats a

charee one can make

‘against many publications

— including the Foreign
Affairs Review published
by our own Government
It looks at the world from

tive and is also one-sided.

. P'm not
compromised.

a very limited perspec.

, 'ﬁ‘74?i‘§x&5§'ih%}i£éd"€d§§%é§iié"""'
v

an old friend
KAROBY TOTH, bishop

of the Preshbyterian

Church of Hunpary,

“I went because of a

very clear purpose. I be-
eve the greatest threat
to the human race is

nuclear weapons. Notpar- |

ticularly American
Weapons or Russian
wedpons. I'm not anti-
American or anti-Russian.

I'm anti-war, particularly
_ nuclear war.

‘In that context the
most danserous spot in
the world — where nuc

lear weapons are likely 1o

be used — js along the
east-west frontier.
‘' The invitation ap-

Deared (one): An oppor.
tunity o raise 4 flag

against nuclear weapons:
(two): A chance to cross
the frontier and talk to

_ Deople on the other side

_Idon't seeitasanevil

thing to talk to people who

might become your
enemies.” '

The congress involved
4000 delegates from all

around the world (11,
mostly trade unionists,
from New Zealand)

‘1 suspect as many

were from outside east-

ern Europe as inside it
3ays Brash :

. We talked about the
issues of nuclear war:

speeches were made from

all kinds of pers =ctives;
anti-west,

Some were
some anti-east.
__We also dv
religious eroup - and had
4 chance to talk about how
we could work for peace
and how we could per
suade governments that
the arms race is an in.
sanity

‘I was able to sit down

_ Strations:

with people who have no

' Christian faith and with
_ other Christians and talk

about ways to find a
peaceful world That's
what it is all about as far
as | am concerned.”
“People here often ask,
when there are demon-
’ Can they de-
monstrate in com
couniries?

_ “The first night of our

congress the 4000 of us
marched against nuclear

weapons. At least 300,000

people (Prague population
1.3 million) marched with

us. v
“1 have a deep convic-

tion this is a common-
people’s movement” he
says.

1 don't feel comprom-
ised to talk to people if
they are committed to

_ “What T want to achieve
C de- s to pet as many people
In communist

both inside the church!

and out ‘aware that the
conunon people in a coun-

try like Czechoslovakia’
are even more committed
to finding a way to peace
than we common people
here.”

@ Alan Brash, who lives

on the North Shore, is

_ which is concerned

Auckland representative
of the National Council of
Churches and Auckland
secretary of the Church |
and Bociety Commission

with
community issues B
He was moderator of |
the Presbyterian Church ,
of New Zealand (1978-79)
and before that was 14
_years overseas with the
Asian Council of
Churches;, director of f
Christian  Aid (London) |
and then with the World
Council of Churches at its

' Geneva headquarters.



